
Grand Rapids Ballet 
presents 

THE HAPPY PRINCE & OTHER WILDE TALES 
May 4, 2018 | 7:30pm 

 
Oscar Wilde ........................................................................ Isaac Aoki 
Constance Lloyd ...................................................... Cassidy Isaacson 
Robert Ross ......................................................................... Nigel Tau 
Alfred “Bosie” Douglas .......................................... Matt Wenckowski 
William Wilde ............................................................... Steven Houser 
Jane Wilde .................................................................... Connie Flachs 
Cyril Wilde .............................................................. Cosmo Gamaggio 
Vyvyan Wilde .................................................... Elin Escobar Forsberg 
Horace Lloyd ............................................................. Branden Reiners 
Adelaide Lloyd ............................................................. Grace Haskins 
Linnet ...................................................................Adriana Wagenveld 
Nightingale ......................................................................... Yuka Oba 
Nightingale Trio .................................... Steven Houser  Ednis Gomez 
Ensemble ....... Emily Barrows  Mari Beer  Jade Butler  Ashley Conroy 
 Ednis Gomez  Cherilene Guzman  Catherine Lasak   
 Celeste Lopez-Keranen  Amadeo Lopez-Keranen 
 Madison Massara  Kelsey Minzenmayer  Micaelina Ritschl   
 David Senti  Lydia Slack  Fiona Staczek  Ruby Staczek   
 Gretchen Steimle  Levi Teachout  Adriana Wagenveld   
 Ben Waldvogel  Lauren Yordanich  Grace Young 
Children ............................................ Alina Besteman  Vivian Boyden 
 Naomi Crawford  Racquel DuBois  Hailee Jarchow  
 Micah Jones  Katherine Kraal  Isabella Langan 
 Cecilia Nguyen  Maya Olthouse  Anna Sumners 
 
ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
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Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
Cincinnati Ballet, BalletX, Missouri Contemporary Ballet, The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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ABOUT PENNY SAUNDERS 
Penny Saunders, originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, graduated from 
the Harid Conservatory in 1995 and began her professional career with The 
American Repertory Ballet under the direction of Septime Webre. She went 
on to dance with Ballet Arizona, MOMIX Dance Theater, Cedar Lake 
Ensemble, and in 2004 she joined Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. In 2011, 
Saunders won the International Commissioning Project which launched her 
choreographic career, creating pieces for Hubbard Streets’ main and 
second company, Whim W’Him, SFDanceworks, Neos Dance Theater, Owen 
Cox Dance Group, and The Nexus Project. Saunders is honored to be the 
choreographer in residence at The Grand Rapids Ballet, receiving support 
from The New York City Ballet Choreographic Commissions Initiative, and 
to be the recipient of the 2016 Princess Grace Choreographic Fellowship. In 
the 2017-2018 season, Saunders is excited to be collaborating with The 
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Zealand Ballet, SFDanceworks, Tulsa Ballet 2, as well as making her first full 
length for The Grand Rapids Ballet. 
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